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What does it mean to 

love in the Internet age? 

How are digital interfaces 

reshaping our personal 

relationships? What do 

new technologies imply for 

the future of the romantic 

sphere? How do screens 

affect our sexual intimacy? 

Are the new means of 

connection shifting the old 

paradigms of adult life?
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DATA DATING

What does it mean to love in the Internet age? How are digital interfaces reshaping our personal relationships? 
What do new technologies imply for the future of the romantic sphere? How do screens affect our sexual 
intimacy? Are the new means of connection shifting the old paradigms of adult life?

The advent of the Internet and smartphones has brought about a split in the romantic lives of millions of people, 
who now inhabit both the real world and their very own “phone world”. In terms of romance and sexual intimacy 
these phenomena have generated new complexities that we are still trying to figure out.

By bringing together the work of several international artists, the exhibition Data Dating attempts to explore new 
directions in modern romance: new forms of intimate communication, the process of commodification of love 
through online dating services and hookup applications, unprecedented meeting and mating behaviors, the 
renegotiation of sexual identities, and changing erotic mores and taboos.

Over the past century, the history of dating practices has shown that the acquisition of new freedoms is often 
accompanied by suspicions and stereotypes: what appears disturbing to one generation often ends up being 
acceptable for the next.

From the early computers algorithms of the 1960s, to the video cameras of the 1970s, the bulletin board systems 
of the 1980s, the Internet of the 1990s, and the smartphones of the last decade, every new format of electronically 
mediated matching has faced a stigma of some kind.

Today, the lack of broadly defined norms is creating a disconnected, two-tiered world in which some exist in a 
pre-internet reality, while others – who have grown up as individuals and sexual beings online – see the Internet 
not as an arcane elsewhere where people go to escape reality, but as reality proper.

What has changed is the “sexual script”: the roles that people feel are available for them to perform, thanks to the 
fact that the Internet, perhaps more than any other medium, enables self and identity to be played with.

Several authors –like Aaron Ben-Ze’ev and Lauren Rosewarne–have stressed that the online affairs world is 
disrupting the monogamous nature of romantic relationships and facilitating different sexual and romantic 
behavior, eventually confirming the “prophecy” of Herbert Marcuse’s 1955 book, Eros and Civilization.

According to a recent study, 1 couple on 5 has met through a dating website: the massive scale of this 
phenomenon is evidence enough of its potential for profit and an extensive collection of user data. Dating 
websites and hookup applications will be the most rentable business in the future of the Internet. Today they 
are ranking third among paid content sites online, outpacing even pornography. This aspect raises questions 
about the planned obsolescence that is supposedly inherent in this business model: the idea that online dating 
companies, having a latent interest in matches failing, acknowledge the search for partners as a recreational 
activity and product to be endless consumed.

As Eva Illouz has stated in Consuming the Romantic Utopia, “romantic love is a collective arena within which the 
social divisions and the cultural contradictions of capitalism are played out”.

Data Dating aims to promote debate on the ways in which society is responding to one of the greatest challenges 
of today: mapping the new connections between emotion, desire, culture, technology, and economy by 
considering Internet as a social practice, a shift of society at large.

Valentina Peri
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Data Dating
18.05-25.07.18
Galerie Charlot, Paris, France

Libération, 02.07.2018 The person I love...want to?

« Type the first words of a question on Google: «Does she want 
to? The search engine offers: «Does she want to go out with 

me?», «Does she want to leave me?», «Does she want to see 
me again?» This is called autocompletion. An artist made it the 

driving force of a magnificent love poem. »

http://sexes.blogs.liberation.fr/2018/07/02/la-personne-que-jaime-que-veut-elle/
http://,%20


www.valentinaperi.com

Data Dating
18.05-25.07.18
Galerie Charlot, Paris, France

Télérama, 05.07.2018

« Valentina Peri has collected some installations showing 
the deviations of modern romance with online dating 
sites (hacked here by the collective Mediengruppe 

Bitnik), videoconferencing applications like FaceTime 
(for a virtual reinterpretation of the mythical scene of 
Titanic), the exacerbated use of Twitter by teenagers 
without limits (Kill Your Darlings), the development of 

pornography and voyeurism on social networks (Peeping 
Tom)... »

https://sortir.telerama.fr/evenements/expos/data-dating,n5410789.php
http://,%20
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Data Dating
18.05-25.07.18
Galerie Charlot, Paris, France

Libération, 09.07.2018 - 1/2 Do you want 30 seconds of crazy love?

« For Valentina Peri, curator of this exhibition, ‘The advent of the 
Internet and smartphones has split the romantic lives of millions of 
people, who now inhabit both the real world and their own’world 

of the telephone’. [...] Valentina has gathered a dozen artists who all 
propose their analysis from a different angle. »

http://www.galeriecharlot.com/fr/press/317/Voulez-vous-30-secondes-damour-fou-
http://,%20
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Data Dating
18.05-25.07.18
Galerie Charlot, Paris, France

Libération, 09.07.2018 - 2/2 Do you want 30 seconds of crazy love?

« Valentina Peri conceived the exhibition as a form of exploration of 
emerging practices and current do-it-yourself projects which even 

the new generations do not always master the rules. «Everyone is in 
a kind of learning process,» she says, which makes the artists’ work 
all the more interesting: their creations both anticipate and question 

future sentimental and/or sexual practices. »

http://www.galeriecharlot.com/fr/press/317/Voulez-vous-30-secondes-damour-fou-
http://,%20
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Data Dating
18.05-25.07.18
Galerie Charlot, Paris, France

Le Bonbon, 16.05.2018 Data Dating, the exhibition that tells us what it means to love in the age of the Internet

« Digital sexuality and romance are explored 
in all their aspects in this exhibition which is 

clearly worth a visit. »

https://www.lebonbon.fr/paris/expo/data-dating-voici-l-expo-qui-nous-explique-ce-que-signifie-aimer-a-l-age-d-internet/
http://,%20
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Data Dating
18.05-25.07.18
Galerie Charlot, Paris, France

L’ADN, 08.06.2018 Ok Google, what does it mean to love in the 21st century ?

« The Data Dating exhibition, as magnetic as it is 
worrying, plunges us into a world of romantic and 

pornographic curiosities. »

http://www.ladn.eu/mondes-creatifs/exposition-data-dating-sexe-et-amour-a-lere-dinternet/
http://,%20
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Data Dating
18.05-25.07.18
Galerie Charlot, Paris, France

NEON, 05.06.2018 Data Dating: Love in the Internet Age exposes itself in Paris 

« Through twelve installations by several 
international artists, the exhibition raises the 

question of the impact of new technologies on our 
relationships and our intimacy. »

https://www.neonmag.fr/data-dating-lamour-lere-dinternet-sexpose-paris-506397.html
http://,%20
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Data Dating
18.05-25.07.18
Galerie Charlot, Paris, France

Libération, 18.07.2018 - 1/2 Could you be fooled by an IA?

« When you talk to a stranger online, are you sure it’s a human? Until 
July 26, Galerie Charlot invites you to meet five fembots: these robots 
of female dialogue are linked to a scandal resounding on the Internet. 

»

http://www.galeriecharlot.com/fr/press/322/Une-IA-pourrait-elle-vous-embobiner-
http://,%20
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Data Dating
18.05-25.07.18
Galerie Charlot, Paris, France

Libération, 18.07.2018 - 2/2 Could you be fooled by an IA?

http://www.galeriecharlot.com/fr/press/322/Une-IA-pourrait-elle-vous-embobiner-
http://,%20
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Data Dating
18.05-25.07.18
Galerie Charlot, Paris, France

Usbek & Rica, 20.07.2018 - 1/2 How do we love in the Internet age ?

« Data Dating makes us touch with our fingers the 
dark side of romanticism and travel to the heart 
of an era where the pornographic site PornHub 
exceeded 91,980,225,000 views in 2016, proof 
of the slippage of what Valentina Peri calls our 
«sexual scripts», that is to say what shapes our 

carnal practices and fantasies. »

https://usbeketrica.com/article/expo-comment-aimer-heure-internet
http://,%20
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Data Dating
18.05-25.07.18
Galerie Charlot, Paris, France

Usbek & Rica, 20.07.2018 - 2/2 How do we love in the Internet age ?

https://usbeketrica.com/article/expo-comment-aimer-heure-internet
http://,%20
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Data Dating
18.05-25.07.18
Galerie Charlot, Paris, France

Digicult, 16.05.2018

http://digicult.it/internet/data-dating-an-exhibition-on-love-in-the-internet-age/
http://,%20
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Data Dating
18.05-25.07.18
Galerie Charlot, Paris, France

Arts Hebdo Medias, 18.05.2018

« Data Dating brings together works by international artists 
exploring some new directions of modern romance. »

http://artshebdomedias.com/agenda/data-dating-exposition-collective/
http://,%20
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Data Dating
18.05-25.07.18
Galerie Charlot, Paris, France

Décalab, 17.05.2018 Datas and Love

« Galerie Charlot exhibits several international artists to 
invite us to analyze our behavior in front of the systems of 
electronic encounters and to explore the new directions 

of the modern romance. »

http://decalab.fr/focus-%E2%80%A2-data-mania/
http://,%20
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Data Dating
18.05-25.07.18
Galerie Charlot, Paris, France

Stars Insider, 22.05.2018 Data Dating, the exhibition that redefines love in the age of the Internet.

« This collective exhibition finds its perfect place within 
the Galerie Charlot, whose artistic choice resonates with 

the Data Dating project. »

https://fr.starsinsider.com/lifestyle/225098/data-dating-lexpo-qui-redefinit-lamour-a-lere-dinternet?
http://,%20
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Data Dating
18.05-25.07.18
Galerie Charlot, Paris, France

Art Matters, 25.05.2018

« Data Dating brings together works by international 
artists exploring some new directions of modern romance. 

»

http://,%20
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Data Dating
18.05-25.07.18
Galerie Charlot, Paris, France

Le Bonbon, 04.06.2018 The must-see exhibitions in June

« Digital sexuality and romance are explored in all its 
aspects in this exhibition which is clearly worth a visit. »

« The must-see exhibitions in June. »

https://www.lebonbon.fr/paris/expo/les-expos-a-voir-absolument-en-juin/
http://,%20
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Data Dating
18.05-25.07.18
Galerie Charlot, Paris, France

Ramdam, 09.06.2018 Data Dating exhibition: sex and love in the Internet Age

« At a time when meeting online is becoming a norm, when love 
is becoming a juicy financial windfall and when it is sometimes 

easier to get naked online than with one’s lover, the work of 
a dozen international artists tries to answer each of these 

questions. »

https://ramdam.in/exposition-data-dating-sexe-et-amour-a-lere-dinternet/
http://,%20
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Data Dating
18.05-25.07.18
Galerie Charlot, Paris, France

Arts Hebdo Medias, 11.06.2018 Love in the digital dark

« Valentina Peri signs for the gallery Charlot, in Paris, one of the 
most interesting exhibitions of the moment in the capital. Data 

Dating explores the world of relationships in the age of the Internet 
and social networks. Everyone has heard about dating sites and 

applications, but how many have had the curiosity, time, desire to 
look at how they work and/or their codes ? »

http://artshebdomedias.com/article/love-in-the-digital-dark/
http://,%20
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Data Dating
18.05-25.07.18
Galerie Charlot, Paris, France

Mu in the City, 13.06.2018 Love in the digital dark

« One of the most interesting current 
exhibitions in Paris. [...] The subject of the 

exhibition is surprising, with an impeccable 
execution. »

http://mu-inthecity.com/2018/06/data-dating-galerie-charlot-paris/
http://,%20
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Data Dating
18.05-25.07.18
Galerie Charlot, Paris, France

WSIMag, 19.06.2018

« By bringing together the work of several international 
artists, the exhibition Data Dating attempts to 

explore new directions in modern romance: new 
forms of intimate communication, the process of 

commodification of love through online dating services 
and hookup applications, unprecedented meeting and 
mating behaviors, the renegotiation of sexual identities, 

and changing erotic mores and taboos.. »

https://wsimag.com/fr/science-et-technologie/39562-data-dating
http://,%20
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Data Dating
18.05-25.07.18
Galerie Charlot, Paris, France

Cultur’Club, 01.07.2018

« Three good reasons to go : it’s young, current 
and so hot ! »

https://cultur-club.com/expos/data-dating/galerie-charlot?utm_source=Cultur%27club&utm_campaign=df7ffa4aeb-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_07_04_06_40&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a5a6396dde-df7ffa4aeb-41486341
http://,%20
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Data Dating
18.05-25.07.18
Galerie Charlot, Paris, France

Dojo, 01.07.2018

« Data Dating presents twelve 
digital installations that attempt to 
understand how technology has 

impacted our relationships and our 
intimacy. »

http://www.dojoapp.fr/event/data-dating-75003-paris
http://,%20
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Data Dating
18.05-25.07.18
Galerie Charlot, Paris, France

Blue Rhino Agency, 04.07.2018

« Is the notion of romance the same today as it was in 
our parents’ time? In the age of the Internet and social 
networks, digital and virtual take a considerable place 
in our daily lives. It is from this observation, and after 
trying dating sites, that Valentina Peri developed the 

theme of the Data Dating exhibition. »

http://bluerhinoagency.fr/rhinoco-expo-data-dating-que-signifie-aimer-a-lage-dinternet
http://,%20
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Data Dating
18.05-25.07.18
Galerie Charlot, Paris, France

Transfuge, 09.07.2018 Computer Love

« What would an ultracontemporary «De amore» look like ? Probably 
at that exhibition at Galerie Charlot. [...] Each of the pieces in the 

Data Dating exhibition is an avatar of this new mutant love... and a 
touchstone for trying to grasp its elusive nature. A question that 

Valentina Peri, associate director of the Gallery, seeks to map the 
refractions in contemporary art. »

https://www.transfuge.fr/actu-art-computer-love,1047.html
http://,%20
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Data Dating
18.05-25.07.18
Galerie Charlot, Paris, France

Que faire Paris?, 18.07.2018 The best free exhibitions

« The best free exhibition in Paris. »

http://,%20
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Data Dating
18.05-25.07.18
Galerie Charlot, Paris, France

Que faire Paris?, 18.07.2018

« Through the work of several international 
artists, the exhibition Data Dating invites to 
explore some new directions of modern 

romanticism.  »

https://quefaire.paris.fr/56714/data-dating
http://,%20
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Data Dating
18.05-25.07.18
Galerie Charlot, Paris, France

The Steidz, 28.07.2018 We have liked : Data Dating «In the 21st century, Valentina Peri, curator of 
the exhibition, seems to indicate, love will be 

convulsive or will not be. »
[...]

« Data Dating thus manages, by playing on the 
algorithms of love, to make us doubt our own 

programs. 
A troubling exhibition. »

https://thesteidz.com/2018/07/28/exposition-data-dating-galerie-charlot-paris-amour-sexe/
http://,%20
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Data Dating
18.05-25.07.18
Galerie Charlot, Paris, France

Bav(art)dages - France Inter, 29.07.2018

https://www.franceinter.fr/emissions/bav-art-dages/bav-art-dages-29-juillet-2018
http://,%20
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DATA DATING
Galerie Charlot Tel Aviv
30.10.2018 - 17.03.2019

          Galerie Charlot Tel Aviv
          14 Kikar Kedumim
          Tel Aviv/Yafo 
          galeriecharlot.com

http://www.galeriecharlot.com/en/expo/161/Data-Dating
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Data Dating
30.10.2018-17.03.19
Galerie Charlot, Tel Aviv, Israel

i24, 27.10.2018

https://vimeo.com/300756218
http://,%20


www.valentinaperi.com

Data Dating
30.10.2018-17.03.19
Galerie Charlot, Tel Aviv, Israel

Wall Street International, 01.01.2019

https://wsimag.com/culture/47940-data-dating
http://,%20
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DATA DATING
14.02.2019
ZKM, Karlsruhe

          ZKM
          Karlsruhe, Germany
          zkm.com

https://zkm.de/en/event/2019/02/dating-in-digital-worlds
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Data Dating
14.02.19
ZKM,Karlsruhe, Allemagne

ZKM, 14.02.2019

WATCH THE VIDEO

https://zkm.de/de/media/video/dating-in-digital-worlds
http://,%20
https://zkm.de/de/media/video/dating-in-digital-worlds
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DATA DATING
15.01 - 01.03.2019
Watermans, London

          Watermans Arts Centre
          40 High St, Brentford
          TW8 0DS London UK
          watermans.org.uk

https://www.watermans.org.uk/events/data-dating/
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Data Dating
15.01-01.03.20
Watermans, London, UK

Art Rabbit, 14.01.2020

https://www.artrabbit.com/events/data-dating
http://,%20
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Data Dating
15.01-01.03.20
Watermans, London, UK

Salvia Moon, 29.01.2020 Art that returns the gaze: Data Dating

« In all areas, preconceived notions seem to be 
what needs to be suspended; stepping foot into 
Watermans for Data Dating, one may anticipate 

something a little ho-hum, watered down to cater 
to the suburban Brentford family. 

Yet, with its mishmash of oddities- fembots, 
disgruntled seniors, a Maccies across the road- 

Data Dating
proves to be a surreal, prodding experience. »

http://,%20
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Data Dating
15.01-01.03.20
Watermans, London, UK

Furtherfield, 07.02.2020

« A list of recommendations, reflecting 
the dynamic culture we are part of, 

straddling the fields of art,
technology and social change. »

https://www.furtherfield.org/furtherlist-no-17-february-7th-2020/?
http://,%20
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Data Dating
15.01-01.03.20
Watermans, London, UK

Contemporary Lynx, 14.02.2020 What does it means to love in the Internet Age

https://contemporarylynx.co.uk/what-does-it-mean-to-love-in-the-internet-age?
http://,%20
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Data Dating
15.01-01.03.20
Watermans, London, UK

FAD Magazine, 16.02.2020 The Top 5 Art Exhibitions to see in London in February

« The Top 5 Art Exhibitions to see in London -in 
February. »

« What is it like to date and fall in love in the digital 
age? From Virtual Reality Tinder to an eye marked 

with a ‘seen’ and a tick this exhibition examines 
the modern dating environment. »

https://fadmagazine.com/2020/02/16/the-top-5-art-exhibitions-to-see-in-london-before-the-end-of-february/
http://,%20
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SWIPE RIGHT!
Data, Dating, Desire
Exhibition’s curator : Valentina Peri
Venue: iMAL Brussels

Contact :
Valentina Peri 
+33 (0)6 33 95 56 93 
info@valentinaperi.com
www.valentinaperi.com

Artists: !Mediengruppe Bitnik, Adam Basanta, Crosslucid, Dries Depoorter, Elisa Giardina Papa, Tom Galle, John 
Yuyi & Moises Sanabria, Noemi Iglesias, Lancel/Maat, Joana Moll, Ingo Niermann & The Army Of Love, Eva 
Ostrowska, Dani Ploeger, Addie Wagenknecht & Pablo Garcia

By bringing together the work of several international artists, the exhibition SWIPE RIGHT! Data, Dating, Desire 
attempts to explore new directions in contemporary romance and map the unprecedented connections 
between desire, emotion, technology, and economy in the post-pandemic world. 

https://www.valentinaperi.com/
https://www.imal.org/en/events/swipe-right-data-dating-desire
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SWIPE RIGHT!
Data, Dating, Desire

What does it mean to love in the digital age? How are digital interfaces reshaping our personal relationships? 
What do new technologies imply for the future of the romantic sphere? How do screens affect our sexual intimacy 
and our desire for connection?  

In terms of romance and intimacy, Internet and smartphones have generated new complexities that we are 
still trying to figure out.  All these phenomena became hot-button in March 2020, when a global pandemic 
placed millions of people under total lockdown, enforcing to reconfigure most of social activities online and in a 
technology-mediated form. From online working to online partying, humans all over the planet tried to play with 
the discontents of social distancing, and to live the no-contact reality as the new normal. 

This forced self-isolation and touch-less condition proved to be a significant driver for many people to move 
their romantic lives into the digital realm, inspiring new ways of courting, dating and catching, for both confirmed 
and novice users. 

The massive scale of this phenomenon is evidence enough of its potential for profit and an extensive collection 
of user data and raises questions about the planned obsolescence that is supposedly inherent in this business 
model: the idea that online dating companies acknowledge the search for partners as a recreational activity and a 
product of the libidinal economy to be endless consumed.

According to philosopher Paul B. Preciado in Learning from the Virus (2020), « the subjects of the neoliberal 
technical-patriarchal societies that Covid-19 is in the midst of creating do not have skin; they are untouchable; 
they do not have hands. […] They do not have lips or tongues. They do not speak directly; they leave a voice mail. 
They do not gather together and they do not collectivize. They are radically un-dividual. They do not have faces; 
they have masks. In order to exist, their organic bodies are hidden behind an indefinite series of semio-technical 
mediations, an array of cybernetic prostheses that work like digital masks: email addresses, Facebook, Instagram, 
Zoom, and Skype accounts ».

By bringing together the work of several international and Belgian artists, the exhibition SWIPE RIGHT! Data, 
Dating, Desire attempts to explore new directions in contemporary romance and map the unprecedented 
connections between desire, emotion, technology, and economy in the post-pandemic world. 

Valentina Peri
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SWIPE RIGHT! Data, Dating, Desire
22.10.21-06.02.22
iMAL, Brussels

rtbf, 07.10.2021 Digital love is far from being «virtual». «Swipe Right»: an exhibition at ’iMAL

« This project is largely about the 
importance of screens on our 

sexual intimacy and our desire to 
‘connect’. »

https://www.rtbf.be/culture/arts/musees/detail_l-amour-numerise-est-loin-d-etre-virtuel-swipe-right-une-exposition-a-l-imal?id=10855951
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SWIPE RIGHT! Data, Dating, Desire
22.10.21-06.02.22
iMAL, Brussels

vivre ici, 07.10.2021 Digital love is far from being «virtual». «Swipe Right»: an exhibition at ’iMAL

« Through the work of Belgian and 
international artists, the exhibition 

aims to provide some answers, 
but above all to stimulate debate, 

in order to «understand the 
links between desire, emotion, 

technology and economy in the 
post-pandemic world. »

http://www.vivreici.be/article/detail_activites-du-week-end?id=526411
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SWIPE RIGHT! Data, Dating, Desire
22.10.21-06.02.22
iMAL, Brussels

Focus Vif, 21.10.2021 Swipe right! Data, Dating, Desire

« As the internet, social networks 
and dating apps - and also a recent 
lockdown - reconfigure the way we 
meet, the artworks explore the new 
modes of contemporary romance. »

https://focus.levif.be/culture/magazine/swipe-right-data-dating-desire/article-normal-1481283.html
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SWIPE RIGHT! Data, Dating, Desire
22.10.21-06.02.22
iMAL, Brussels

Knack, 20.10.2021 Love is...

« Many intriguing installations at the 
exhibition Swipe Right! Data, Dating, 

Desire, where a group of artists 
scrutinise love and desire in digital 

times. »

96   2 0  O K T O B E R  2 0 2 1   —   W W W . K N A C K . B E

Liefde is. . .
Uw tongzoen audiovisueel portretteren via een 

elektro-encefalogram, waarna u de data online 

kunt delen: kort samengevat is dat EEG Kiss van 

het duo Lancel/Maat. Het is slechts een van de 

vele intrigerende installaties op de 

tentoonstelling Swipe Right! Data, Dating, 

Desire, waar een rist kunstenaars liefde en 

verlangen in digitale tijden onder de loep neemt. 

Ze voeren nieuwe communicatievormen in  

de hedendaagse romantiek op, ontbloten 

seksuele identiteiten en bekijken de impact van 

beeldschermen op onze intimiteit en hunkering 

naar verbondenheid. Samen vertellen de 

installaties een verhaal over het verband tussen 

verlangen, emotie, technologie en economie: 

van virtualrealitygeknuffel over intieme sessies 

met vrouwelijke chatbots tot winstgevende 

bedrijfsmodellen achter onlinedatingdiensten en 

apps die u aan een vaste partner of een 

vrijblijvende wip helpen.
Door HANS BOFFEL

Swipe Right! Data, Dating, Desire, van 22/10 tot 09/01 bij 

iMAL, Brussel. Info: imal.org

W
eet je nog toen de wereld op slot gedaan werd 
en onze reeds instabiele mentale toestand 
gedwongen werd om op een balansbord te 

gaan staan en vijf jongleerballen toegeworpen kreeg? Ben 
je dat nog niet vergeten, hoewel het al zeker een klein jaar 
geleden is? Vreemd, want we worden wel verondersteld 
om er helemaal van hersteld te zijn. Mogen we wel nog 
even praten over hoe compleet gek dat was? Dat was toch 
allemaal redelijk intens of ligt het aan mij?

Niet alles aan de lockdown was slecht. Baby’s mochten 
de eerste uren van hun leven alleen bij hun ouders blijven 

en Bo Burnham had zonder lockdown nooit 
zijn Netflix-special Inside kunnen maken. 
Dat is het. Dat zijn alle goede dingen.

Toen Inside uitkwam in mei 2021 – dat is 
25 jaar geleden in Netflix-termen – bleek de 
show het perfecte coronakunstwerk. 
Burnham filmde zichzelf terwijl hij in lock-
down zat in zijn studio, en zingt en praat 
over zijn mentale moeilijkheden. En hoe. 
Hoewel ik toen dacht dat ik er een jaar later 
nostalgisch naar zou terugkijken, als naar 
een souvenir aan tijden die we liever zou-
den vergeten, blijken de worstelingen waar-

over Burnham het heeft helemaal niet lockdownspecifiek. 
Dat is wellicht de reden dat hij tijdens zijn anderhalf uur 
durende show op geen enkel moment spreekt over lock-
down of ‘Miss Rona’.

Alle oorzaken van onze paniekaanvallen, want die heb-
ben we, worden in Inside op een rijtje gezet en tentoon-
gesteld. De goddeloze drievuldigheid van sociale media, 
eenzaamheid en Jeff Bezos voorop. En die zijn helemaal 
niet weg. Integendeel.

Dat we ons slecht voelden tijdens de lockdown vonden 
we normaal. Dat was tijdelijk en daarom op de beste 
momenten draaglijk. Maar hoewel het ergste voorbij is 
en we weer pintjes van drie euro mogen gaan drinken, 
blijft de Grote Opluchting toch uit. Alles van voor 
de lockdown is terug en alles van tijdens de lockdown is 
er nog. Onze claustrofobie heeft gewoon wat plaats-
gemaakt zodat agorafobie en fomo ook comfortabel 
kunnen gaan zitten.

We dachten dat het beter zou gaan wanneer het 
isolement stopte, de deuren opengingen en we naar 
buiten konden, maar het is een halfjaar later en we  
zitten nog altijd vast. In ons hoofd, in plaats van in  
de woonkamer, en jammer genoeg is die sleutel moeilijker 
te vinden. O

Het is een halfjaar 
later en we  
zitten nog  
altijd vast.  

In ons hoofd, in 
plaats van in  

de woonkamer.

De Grote Opluchting
Alles van voor de lockdown is terug,  

en alles van tijdens de lockdown  
is er nog.

IK KAN HET UITLEGGEN

Door ELISABETH LUCIE
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SWIPE RIGHT! Data, Dating, Desire
22.10.21-06.02.22
iMAL, Brussels

Bruxelles City News, 23.10.2021 SWIPE RIGHT! Data, Dating, Desire

« SWIPE RIGHT! attempts 
to explore new directions in 

contemporary romance and map 
the unprecedented connections 

between desire, emotion, 
technology, and economy in the 

post-pandemic world. »

https://bruxelles-city-news.be/balayez-vers-la-droite-donnees-rencontres-desir/
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SWIPE RIGHT! Data, Dating, Desire
22.10.21-06.02.22
iMAL, Brussels

Le Suricate, 23.10.2021 SWIPE RIGHT! Desire in the Digital Age

« SWIPE RIGHT! Data, Dating, Desire 
is a very stimulating exhibition that 
is well worth a visit. While building 
bridges between art, science and 
technology, it offers a playful and 
very personal visitor experience. »

https://www.lesuricate.org/swipe-right-imal/
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SWIPE RIGHT! Data, Dating, Desire
22.10.21-06.02.22
iMAL, Brussels

Network Cultures, 27.10.2021 SWIPE RIGHT ! Data, Dating, Desire @iMAL – a lil’ review

« I was kindly welcomed by the curator of 
the show: Valentina Peri, who introduced 

us to the exhibition and guided us 
through each work. Some of the artists 
were present and presented. Honestly, 

I was a bit nervous that I wouldn’t be 
able to relate to the works. As usual, I 

was pleasantly surprised to see different 
angles from which art questions intimacy 

through technology and technology 
through the pandemic.  »

https://networkcultures.org/livingindustry/swipe-right-data-dating-desire-imal-a-lil-review/
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SWIPE RIGHT! Data, Dating, Desire
22.10.21-06.02.22
iMAL, Brussels

The Bulletin Podcast, 06.11.2021 SWIPE RIGHT ! Data, Dating, Desire

«Would you care to have a kinky 
conversation with several attractive 

young women? How about licking the 
screen of an iPad? Or perhaps you 
prefer to spin around a dance floor, 
staring deeply into your lover’s eyes, 

via your smartphone? It’s all possible at 
Swipe Right! Data, Dating, Desire. »

https://audioboom.com/posts/7974942-swipe-right-data-dating-desire
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SWIPE RIGHT! Data, Dating, Desire
22.10.21-06.02.22
iMAL, Brussels

The Bulletin, 06.11.2021 Lick an iPad and meet your dream bot at exhibition on digital desire

« Valentina Peri curated a similar show 
in Paris three years ago, following it up 

with a book of essays by academics with 
insight into how digital applications are 

affecting our personal relationships. And 
nothing puts this quite into focus like 

dating apps.  »

https://www.thebulletin.be/lick-ipad-and-meet-your-dream-bot-exhibition-digital-desire
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SWIPE RIGHT! Data, Dating, Desire
22.10.21-06.02.22
iMAL, Brussels

Generazione Critica, 12.11.2021 Interview Valentina Peri

«There is no precise data on the 
phenomenon, but the various 

lockdowns have prompted many 
people to try new love and intimate 

experiences in the digital world. 
Therefore the exhibition questions 

these new processes and relationships 
to the body in relation to technological 

devices, the often endless search 
for partners favored by the libidinal 

economy of online dating, the 
obsession with screens... »
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SWIPE RIGHT! Data, Dating, Desire
22.10.21-06.02.22
iMAL, Brussels

rtbf, 19.11.2021 SWIPE RIGHT! «desperately seeking a partner». To be seen at iMAL

«  The confinement and lack of physical 
contact has led many people to shift their 
love - and even sex - lives to dating apps. 

17 artists take up this exciting topic in 
«SWIPE RIGHT! Data, Dating, Desire», an 
exhibition to be seen and experienced at 

iMAL until 09 January 2022.   »

https://www.rtbf.be/article/swipe-right-recherche-partenaire-desesperemment-a-voir-chez-imal-10881792
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SWIPE RIGHT! Data, Dating, Desire
22.10.21-06.02.22
iMAL, Brussels

De Morgen, 20.11.2021 Kissing in Digital times

« Internationale kunstenaars 
onderzoeken er hoe de technologie 
onze kijk op liefde, seks e, relaties 
beinvloedt. Interessante materie in 
een wereld waarin lockdowns en 

sociale-afstandsregels dwingen tot 
onlinedating en virtuele romantiek. »

« International artists investigate how 
technology influences our view on 

love, sex and relationships. Interesting 
subject in a world where lockdowns and 
social distance rules force online dating 

and virtual romance. »
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SWIPE RIGHT! Data, Dating, Desire
22.10.21-06.02.22
iMAL, Brussels

The Brussels Times, 01.12.2021 SWIPE RIGHT ! Data, Dating, Desire

« Is there space for spontaneity and 
chance in finding a partner in love? 
The exhibition, curated by Valentina 

Peri, features the artworks and 
projects looking at whether we can 
still be genuinely intimate amid the 

technological revolution.   »

https://issuu.com/brusselstimes/docs/issue_42
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SWIPE RIGHT! Data, Dating, Desire
22.10.21-06.02.22
iMAL, Brussels

We Make Money Not Art, 27.12.2021 Who said romance was dead? 3 AM Classics 

« I discovered Éva Ostrowska‘s work 
while visiting SWIPE RIGHT! Data, Dating, 
Desire, a show that attempts to explore 

the many influences that digital 
technologies exert on contemporary 

romance. »

https://we-make-money-not-art.com/who-said-romance-was-dead-3-am-classics/
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SWIPE RIGHT! Data, Dating, Desire
22.10.21-06.02.22
iMAL, Brussels

L’Echo, 30.12.2021 «Swipe Right!» at iMAL: love and new technologies

« Dating sites and apps are multiplying 
and will soon become one of the most 
profitable sectors of the internet - the 

pandemic is further accelerating these 
trends to mix economics, desire and 
virtual experiences. Faced with this 

reality, artists are anticipating. »

https://www.lecho.be/culture/expo/expo-swipe-right-a-imal-amour-et-nouvelles-technologies/10356430.html
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SWIPE RIGHT! Data, Dating, Desire
22.10.21-06.02.22
iMAL, Brussels

CLOT Magazine, 07.01.2022 SWIPE RIGHT! Data, Dating, Desire, how a perpetual bodiless connection reshapes 
love

« The selected pieces created by 
fourteen artistic positions act as 

doorways through which theoretical 
debate leaves the space of mere study 

and research to encounter the real, 
showing the tangible effects of the digital 

daily immersion through the public’s 
takes on the topics addressed. »

https://www.clotmag.com/news/insight-swipe-right-data-dating-desire-how-a-perpetual-bodiless-connection-reshapes-love
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SWIPE RIGHT! Data, Dating, Desire
22.10.21-06.02.22
iMAL, Brussels

bx1, 07.01.2022 Love in the digital age: iMAL centre explores the technological impact on desire

« Since the end of October, the exhibition 
at the iMAL has been trying to answer the 

question of love in the digital age.

It explores the impact of new 
technologies on intimacy and desire. »

https://bx1.be/categories/news/lamour-a-lere-numerique-le-centre-imal-explore-limpact-technologique-sur-le-desir/
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SWIPE RIGHT! Data, Dating, Desire
22.10.21-06.02.22
iMAL, Brussels

KET Mag, 09.01.2022 What’s on in Brussels: Swipe Right at iMAL

« The current exhibition at iMAL is Swipe 
Right – exploring the undeniable power 

of data, dating, and desire. »

https://ket.brussels/2022/01/09/whats-on-in-brussels-swipe-right-at-imal/
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SWIPE RIGHT! Data, Dating, Desire
22.10.21-06.02.22
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Brussels Museums, 12.01.2022 Dating in the digital age

« Dating in the digital age: who else is 
struggling? And what if technologies 

were to reshape the future of our 
romantic lives even further? Go get 

all the tea at iMAL Brussels’ exhibition 
‘Swipe right! Data, dating, desire’ curated 

by Valentina Peri. »

https://www.instagram.com/p/CYn63ySroiC/
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SWIPE RIGHT! Data, Dating, Desire
22.10.21-06.02.22
iMAL, Brussels

CLOT Mag, 24.01.2022 CROSSLUCID, on desire flowing through the wires

« S(t)imulation.Zone (on view in the 
exhibition SWIPE RIGHT! Data, Dating, 

Desire), is a hyperlinked platform 
resembling landscape with a viscous, 
slimy, liquid, iridescent aesthetic that 
intends to evoke the translucency of 

the screen that we touch as a constant 
gesture of perpetual longing, as well as 

to give an idea of fleshy viscerality, typical 
of an intimacy that exposes itself, one 

layer after the other, and gets multiformly 
bare thorough tactile impressions.  »

https://www.clotmag.com/interviews/crosslucid-on-desire-flowing-through-the-wires
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TECHNO ROMANCE
Data, Dating, Desire
Exhibition’s curator : Valentina Peri
Venue: Le Commun, Geneva with Electron Festival

Contact :
Valentina Peri 
+33 (0)6 33 95 56 93 
info@valentinaperi.com
www.valentinaperi.com

Artists: !Mediengruppe Bitnik, Adam Basanta, Crosslucid, Dries Depoorter, Elisa Giardina Papa, Tom Galle, John 
Yuyi & Moises Sanabria, Beatrice Gorelli, Noemi Iglesias, Marc Lee, Joana Moll, Ingo Niermann & The Army Of 
Love, Eva Ostrowska, Dani Ploeger, Jeroen van Loon, Addie Wagenknecht & Pablo Garcia

By bringing together the work of several international artists, the exhibition TECHNO ROMANCE. Data, Dating, 
Desire attempts to explore new directions in contemporary romance and map the unprecedented connections 
between desire, emotion, technology, and economy in the post-pandemic world. 

https://www.valentinaperi.com/
https://www.electronfestival.ch/artists/techno-romanche-data-dating-desire/
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TECHNO ROMANCE
Data, Dating, Desire

What does it mean to love in the digital age? How are digital interfaces reshaping our personal relationships? 
What do new technologies imply for the future of the romantic sphere? How do screens affect our sexual intimacy 
and our desire for connection?  

In terms of romance and intimacy, Internet and smartphones have generated new complexities that we are 
still trying to figure out.  All these phenomena became hot-button in March 2020, when a global pandemic 
placed millions of people under total lockdown, enforcing to reconfigure most of social activities online and in a 
technology-mediated form. From online working to online partying, humans all over the planet tried to play with 
the discontents of social distancing, and to live the no-contact reality as the new normal. 

This forced self-isolation and touch-less condition proved to be a significant driver for many people to move 
their romantic lives into the digital realm, inspiring new ways of courting, dating and catching, for both confirmed 
and novice users. 

The massive scale of this phenomenon is evidence enough of its potential for profit and an extensive collection 
of user data and raises questions about the planned obsolescence that is supposedly inherent in this business 
model: the idea that online dating companies acknowledge the search for partners as a recreational activity and a 
product of the libidinal economy to be endless consumed.

According to philosopher Paul B. Preciado in Learning from the Virus (2020), « the subjects of the neoliberal 
technical-patriarchal societies that Covid-19 is in the midst of creating do not have skin; they are untouchable; 
they do not have hands. […] They do not have lips or tongues. They do not speak directly; they leave a voice mail. 
They do not gather together and they do not collectivize. They are radically un-dividual. They do not have faces; 
they have masks. In order to exist, their organic bodies are hidden behind an indefinite series of semio-technical 
mediations, an array of cybernetic prostheses that work like digital masks: email addresses, Facebook, Instagram, 
Zoom, and Skype accounts ».

By bringing together the work of several international and Swiss artists, the exhibition TECHNO ROMANCE. 
Data, Dating, Desire attempts to explore new directions in contemporary romance and map the unprecedented 
connections between desire, emotion, technology, and economy in the post-pandemic world. 

Valentina Peri
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TECHNO ROMANCE. Data, Dating, Desire
28.04.22-12.05.22
Le Commun, Geneva with Festival Electron

La Tribune de Genève, 26.04.2022 Le festival Electron explore nos amours sur internet

“Launched in 2018, it has become a 
travelling exhibition. It has been seen 

in Paris, Tel Aviv, London, Brussels, 
before Geneva. At each stage, its 

content evolves.”

«Sans être moraliste,
rien n’oblige à tout

accepter.»
Valentina Peri, anthropologue,
l’une des curatrices de l’expo

«Techno Romance. Data, Dating,
Desire».

Valentina Peri a tout essayé, la communication numérique –

où la consistance sociale d’un individu se juge au nombre de

«vus». Elle s’est aussi confrontée à la violence, verbale, ou vi-

suelle, de la part, notamment, de ces messieurs qui envoient

une image de leur appareil génital en guise de carte de visite.

Choquant? «Sans être moraliste, rien n’oblige à tout accep-

ter», résume la curatrice.

L’exposition suit le même état d’esprit. «Plutôt que de

prendre position, il s’agit de montrer les nuances qui consti-

tuent l’expérience de chacun et chacune sur internet.»

Désirer, aimer, baiser, coucher, vivre en somme: après tout,

rien n’a changé en ce qui concerne nos besoins à l’ère du vir-

tuel, sinon le cadre.

Elisa Giardina Papa, qui participe cette année à la Biennale

de Venise, présente aussi son travail dans le cadre de cette

exposition genevoise. Ses «Technologies of Care» dépeignent

les travailleurs en ligne, ces personnes de l’ombre qui four-

nissent aux clients des soins personnalisés, une stimulation

érotique, une présence à distance ou encore un soutien émo-

tionnel.

L’artiste italienne les a trouvés au Brésil, en Grèce, aux

Philippines, au Venezuela et aux États-Unis, où ils offrent

leurs services via des plateformes en ligne. Sa liaison pas-

sionnée avec son «fiancé» invisible aura duré deux heures.

«Pourquoi tu penses que je ne suis pas humain», se vexe son

correspondant. Fin de la romance. Elisa Giardina Papa reçoit

Chimie cellulaire, terminaison neuronale, excitation, désir,

satisfaction. Tout le plaisir organique selon les sciences na-

turelles. Électricité, connexion, clic droit, je «like». Est-ce ain-

si qu’on fait l’amour aujourd’hui?

Electron, festival genevois des cultures électroniques, aussi à

l’aise sur le dancefloor (voir le programme des soirées en

encadré) que dans les expos contemporaines, s’y connaît en

frotti-frotta mêlant corps et machine. Voyez les platines

tourner en soirée, techno, house, electro pop. Observez les

noctambules se fondre dans la masse, se frôler, se toucher.

Nouveaux «scripts sexuels»

Pour le premier acte de son édition 2022, qui se déroule du

28 avril au 12 mai, la manifestation phare de l’électronique

en terres romandes présente son habituelle exposition au

Commun, rue des Bains. Un lieu où la graisse d’engrenage

imprègne encore les sols, tandis que les murs d’un blanc im-

maculé composent l’écrin idéal pour disposer tableaux et ins-

tallations.tallations.

Le thème retenu pour cette édition: l’amour au temps du nu-

mérique, avec des gros plans sur l’«économie libidineuse»,

les «nouveaux scripts sexuels», mais aussi la «haptic techno-

logy» – lunettes, gants et autre combinaison permettant de

ressentir des sensations via le flux d’un ordinateur.

De l’anthropologie aux expos

«Techno Romance». Sous-titré «Data, Dating, Desire», c’est le

nom de l’expo, s’interroge sur l’amour au temps du numé-

rique et sur la manière dont les écrans affectent notre intimi-

té sexuelle et notre désir de connexion. Lancée en 2018, elle

est devenue itinérante. On a pu la voir à Paris, Tel-Aviv,

Londres, Bruxelles, avant Genève. À chaque étape, son conte-

nu évolue.

�alentina Peri, anthropologue, en est la curatrice, cette fois

en collaboration avec Ana Ascencio, directrice de l’Art 
enter

for Digital 
ultures � Technology à Bruxelles, et �ér:me

Soudan, l’un des piliers du festival �lectron. �alentina Peri

est également autrice. Avec la chercheuse polonaise Ania

�alino0s$a, elle a dirigé un ouvrage collectif sur le thème,

«Data, Dating: Love, Technology Desire», paru en anglais.

«Ashley Madison Angels Near…», installation des Zurichois! Mediengruppe
Bitnik, illustre les données piratées sur un site de rencontre.
!MEDIENGRUPPE BITNIK

Le terrain de Valentina, c’est sa a propre vie. Entendez: tout

ce à quoi a pu se confronter sur internet une femme nouvel-

lement célibataire après des années de vie en couple. À 31

ans, elle caressait le souhait de rencontrer quelqu’un.

«Mais le monde avait changé entre-temps. Les sites, les appli-

cations ouvraient sur une des nouveautés incroyables. On

distinguait les initiés des autres, dont je faisais partie.» Qu’on

demande à un jeune adulte d’aujourd’hui comment il se ren-

carde. Tinder constitue une réponse parmi d’autres, l’usage

banal, alors qu’il ressemblait à une solution de dernier re-

cours pour la génération précédente.

https://www.tdg.ch/le-festival-electron-explore-nos-amours-sur-internet-327152496821


www.valentinaperi.com

TECHNO ROMANCE. Data, Dating, Desire
28.04.22-12.05.22
Le Commun, Geneva with Festival Electron

Le Matin Dimanche, 10.04.2022 Amours électroniques

The exhibition follows the same spirit. 
“Rather than taking a stand, it is about 

showing the nuances that make up 
everyone’s experience of the internet. 

Desiring, loving, fucking, sleeping, living: 
after all, nothing has changed in terms of 
our needs in the virtual age, except the 

framework.
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Le Courrier, 28.04.2022 De désirs et d’écrans

“Electron, a festival at the cutting 
edge of digital creation, explores 

the theme via an exhibition entitled 
Techno Romance: Data, Dating, 

Desire. To be seen at Le Commun 
from this evening. Curated 

by Valentina Peri, curator and 
researcher specialising in digital 

arts, Techno Romance exhibits, in 
some twenty works by Swiss and 
international artists, the troubled 

relationship between our intimacy 
and the screens that populate it.”

ARTS PLASTIQUES

De désirs et d’écrans
Le festival Electron  s’interroge sur l’impact des
technologies numériques sur nos sentiments et
notre sexualité avec l’expo Techno Romance:
Data, Dating, Desire. A voir au Commun à Genève
dès ce jeudi soir.
JEUDI 28 AVRIL 2022 RODERIC MOUNIR

Le Courrier - jeudi 28 avril 2022

"Ashley Madison Angels at Work in Geneva" (2017), installation vidéo du collectif Mediengruppe Bitnik. MEDIENGRUPPE BITNIK

"Ashley Madison Angels at Work in Geneva" (2017), installation vidéo du collectif Mediengruppe Bitnik. MEDIENGRUPPE BITNIK

Du 28 avril au 12 mai, Le Commun (Bâtiment d’art contemporain).
electronfestival.ch

EXPOSITION Quel impact les technologies numériques ont-elles sur nos
sentiments et notre sexualité? On n’a pas oublié la romance entre un
quadra solitaire (Joaquin Phoenix) et une intelligence artificielle
s’exprimant par la voix de Scarlett Johansson dans Her, comédie
romantique d’un nouveau genre signée Spike Jonze en 2013.
Songeons au rôle joué par les applications de rencontres, notamment
durant la pandémie, dans la formation de nombreux couples, pour une
nuit et plus si entente.

Electron, festival à la pointe du numérique, explore la thématique via
une expo intitulée Techno Romance: Data, Dating, Desire. A voir au
Commun dès ce soir. Curatée par Valentina Peri, commissaire et
chercheuse spécialisée dans les arts numériques, Techno Romance
exhibe, en une vingtaine d’œuvres d’artistes suisses et internationaux,
les relations troubles entre notre intimé et les écrans qui la peuplent.

Ainsi de Ashley Madison Angels at Work in Geneva (2017),
installation vidéo du collectif Mediengruppe Bitnik, nommée d’après
un site canadien de rencontres extraconjugales piraté en 2015 afin de
dénoncer ses pratiques douteuses et «outer» sa clientèle. Osez
l’immersion.

2 sur 2 29.04.22 09:40

https://lecourrier.ch/2022/04/28/de-desirs-et-decrans/
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La Tribune de Genève, 29.04.2022 La tendresse, c’est du pareil au «mème».

“VR Hug”, by Tom Galle and Moises 
Sanabria, was first conceived for viral 

circulation on the internet, before 
reaching art galleries and finally the 
exhibition ”Techno Romance” at the 

Electron festival in Geneva.

https://www.tdg.ch/la-tendresse-cest-du-pareil-au-meme-679210171412
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TECHNO ROMANCE. Data, Dating, Desire
28.04.22-12.05.22
Le Commun, Geneva with Festival Electron

Ronorp, 29.04.2022 Expo «TECHNO ROMANCE» ou l’amour à l’ère numérique 

“Shaking up preconceived ideas, 
reflecting on our social behaviour, 

measuring the impact of apps and dating 
sites - these are the challenges of this 

exhibition which will undoubtedly remain 
engraved in your memory.”

ronorp.net - vendredi 29 avril 2022

https://www.ronorp.net/geneve/les-bons-plans-de-ron/passe-temps.593/a-voir.965/expo-techno-romance-ou-l-amour-a-l-ere-numerique.2488096
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TECHNO ROMANCE. Data, Dating, Desire
28.04.22-12.05.22
Le Commun, Geneva with Festival Electron

20 Minutes, 29.04.2022 Le festival Electron démarre sous le signe de la romance

““How do dating platforms shape our 
emotional relationships?” This is the 

question with which the Electron festival 
launched its 19th edition. Since Thursday, 
lovers of electronic cultures can discover 

the exhibition “Techno Romance: Data, 
Dating, Desire.”

https://www.20min.ch/fr/story/le-festival-electron-demarre-sous-le-signe-de-la-romance-630798884116
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TECHNO ROMANCE. Data, Dating, Desire
28.04.22-12.05.22
Le Commun, Geneva with Festival Electron

Le Temps, 01.05.2022 Exposition «Techno Romance» à Genève: un amour de machine

“Dating sites, interactions on social 
networks, virtual flirting, it is all our 

carnal, sensual and platonic intimacy 
that is put through the mill at the Le 
Commun, on two floors designed by 
Valentina Peri, curator of the event.”

Le Temps - lundi 2 mai 2022

https://www.letemps.ch/culture/exposition-techno-romance-geneve-un-amour-machine
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TECHNO ROMANCE. Data, Dating, Desire
28.04.22-12.05.22
Le Commun, Geneva with Festival Electron

Libération, 07.05.2022 «Virtual Onanism», l’art de se masturber à l’insu de son plein gré

“For Valentina Peri - curator of 
the exhibition Techno Romance - 
“Virtual Onanism” corresponds to 

one of the most hilarious moments 
of the beginning of the pandemic, 

when the New York City Health 
Department published a “safe sex” 

guide encouraging lovemaking 
and sexual encounters via video 

and chat. People were encouraged 
to masturbate. In the guide, it was 

stated: “You are the safest partner in 
the world for yourself. Translation: be 

alone, enjoy safely.“

https://www.liberation.fr/societe/sexualite-et-genres/virtual-onanism-lart-de-se-masturber-a-linsu-de-son-plein-gre-20220507_NNRRZ7A4IZFELFXEXESMOU3K3M/?redirected=1
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TECHNO ROMANCE. Data, Dating, Desire
28.04.22-12.05.22
Le Commun, Geneva with Festival Electron

Libération, 09.07.20212 Sites de rencontres: du profil au profit

« On view at SWIPE RIGHT! and 
Techno Romance »

https://www.liberation.fr/societe/sexualite-et-genres/sites-de-rencontres-du-profil-au-profit-20220709_4GHSMCH2SFBWDEEE6X3A2Q7INU/
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DATA DATING DESIRE
Exhibition’s curator : Valentina Peri
Venue: Mo.Ca

Contact :
Valentina Peri 
+33 (0)6 33 95 56 93 
info@valentinaperi.com
www.valentinaperi.com

Artists: !Mediengruppe Bitnik, Adam Basanta, Jonas Blume, Marco Cadioli, Elisa Giardina Papa, Tom Galle, 
Valentina Peri, Dani Ploeger, Moises Sanabria, Molly Soda, John Yuyi 

https://www.valentinaperi.com/


www.valentinaperi.com

  DATA DATING DESIRE

What does it mean to love in the digital age? How are digital interfaces reshaping our personal relationships? 
What do new technologies imply for the future of the romantic sphere? How do screens affect our sexual intimacy 
and our desire for connection?  

In terms of romance and intimacy, Internet and smartphones have generated new complexities that we are 
still trying to figure out.  All these phenomena became hot-button in March 2020, when a global pandemic 
placed millions of people under total lockdown, enforcing to reconfigure most of social activities online and in a 
technology-mediated form. From online working to online partying, humans all over the planet tried to play with 
the discontents of social distancing, and to live the no-contact reality as the new normal. 

This forced self-isolation and touch-less condition proved to be a significant driver for many people to move 
their romantic lives into the digital realm, inspiring new ways of courting, dating and catching, for both confirmed 
and novice users. 

The massive scale of this phenomenon is evidence enough of its potential for profit and an extensive collection 
of user data and raises questions about the planned obsolescence that is supposedly inherent in this business 
model: the idea that online dating companies acknowledge the search for partners as a recreational activity and a 
product of the libidinal economy to be endless consumed.

According to philosopher Paul B. Preciado in Learning from the Virus (2020), « the subjects of the neoliberal 
technical-patriarchal societies that Covid-19 is in the midst of creating do not have skin; they are untouchable; 
they do not have hands. […] They do not have lips or tongues. They do not speak directly; they leave a voice mail. 
They do not gather together and they do not collectivize. They are radically un-dividual. They do not have faces; 
they have masks. In order to exist, their organic bodies are hidden behind an indefinite series of semio-technical 
mediations, an array of cybernetic prostheses that work like digital masks: email addresses, Facebook, Instagram, 
Zoom, and Skype accounts ».

By bringing together the work of several international and Swiss artists, the exhibition TECHNO ROMANCE. 
Data, Dating, Desire attempts to explore new directions in contemporary romance and map the unprecedented 
connections between desire, emotion, technology, and economy in the post-pandemic world. 

Valentina Peri



www.valentinaperi.com

DATA DATING DESIRE
23.09.22-04.12.22
Mo.Ca, Brescia, Italy

January 2023 Data Dating Desire

WATCH THE VIDEO INTERVIEW

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-6hGuHIzM78
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DATA DATING DESIRE
23.09.22-04.12.22
Mo.Ca, Brescia, Italy

Libération, 06.08.2022 Etre largué par des copines virtuelles, une rude réalité

“In “Game Over”, digital artist Marco 
Cadioli reveals the dark side of 

virtual girlfriends. As long as you 
play the game, they love you. But if 

you break up with them... 

Game Over. I Don’t Ever Wanna See 
Your Face Again, by Marco Cadioli 
(video and life-size prints), 2016. 
This work will be unveiled in the 

exhibition “Data, Dating, Desire”, from 
23 September to 30 November 2022, 
at Mo. Ca (Brescia, Italy), curated by 

Valentina Peri.”

https://www.liberation.fr/societe/sexualite-et-genres/etre-largue-par-des-copines-virtuelles-une-rude-realite-20220806_JFREHSOE2RAMBES27OY4AMKNTM/
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DATA DATING DESIRE
23.09.22-04.12.22
Mo.Ca, Brescia, Italy

Libération, 10.09.2022 J’ai des petits seins mais de grands rêves

“In a video that questions “online 
existence”, German artist Jonas 

Blume depicts himself in the guise 
of young women whose photos he 

has borrowed from Tinder. 

Nearby, video by Jonas Blume 
(2017). This work will be presented in 
the exhibition “Data, Dating, Desire”, 
from 23 September to 4 December, 
at Mo. Ca (Brescia, Italy), curated by 

Valentina Peri..”

https://www.liberation.fr/lifestyle/gastronomie/jai-des-petits-seins-mais-de-grands-reves-20220910_RSOAZJ6UUZGODLDHAT2KEFWCMU/?redirected=1
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DATA DATING DESIRE
23.09.22-04.12.22
Mo.Ca, Brescia, Italy

Libération, 08.10.2022 Les lovebots sont souvent «des humains exploités»

“Many companies offer the services 
of virtual friends for a fee. But who is 
hiding behind the screen: a chatbot 

or a human? Artist Elisa Giardina 
Papa investigated.

Bot ? Virtual boyfriend /girlfriend 
? d’Elisa Giardina Papa, 2016. 

Cette œuvre sera présentée dans 
l’exposition «Data, Dating, Desire», 

jusqu’au 4 décembre au Mo. Ca 
(Brescia, Italie), curatée par Valentina 

Peri.”

https://www.liberation.fr/societe/sexualite-et-genres/les-lovebots-sont-souvent-des-humains-exploites-20221008_V7W4P7INMFBY5JEJ4R5YEUJ6KA/?redirected=1
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DATA DATING DESIRE
23.09.22-04.12.22
Mo.Ca, Brescia, Italy

Libération, 07.01.2023 Dani Ploeger, écrans tactiles et masturbation

“As a creator of lickable screens 
and erectile apps, the digital artist 

exploits the ability of digital tools to 
blur the boundaries between art and 

pornography.

Fetish (2014) and Ascending 
Performance (2013) by Dani Ploeger. 
These works were presented in the 

exhibition “Data, Dating, Desire”, 
on view until 4 December 2022 at 
Mo.Ca (Brescia, Italy), curated by 

Valentina Peri.”

https://www.liberation.fr/lifestyle/dani-ploeger-ecrans-tactiles-et-masturbation-20230107_OBJQDAMI65GAJH4RKQGXOC2B7M/
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“Or the works of the group show 
‘Data Dating Desire’, until 4 December 

at MO.CA in Brescia: ten Italian and 
international artists have questioned 
the contemporary dynamics of love 

relationships mediated by technology, 
between mechanical arms holding 

smartphones in video call and screens 
with digitally created masked faces”

DATA DATING DESIRE
23.09.22-04.12.22
Mo.Ca, Brescia, Italy

La Repubblica, 25.10.2022 Dagli Nft alle installazioni il digitale ha mille facce

https://milano.repubblica.it/dossier/la-grande-bellezza-dei-musei/2022/10/26/news/mostre_musei_nft_arte_digitale-371067656/
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“Explains curator Valentina Peri, born 
in Brescia but based in Paris, the 

exhibition seeks to explore new forms 
of contemporary romanticism. [...] Before 

coming to Brescia, the exhibition was 
presented in Paris, Tel Aviv, London, 

Brussels and Geneva.”

DATA DATING DESIRE
23.09.22-04.12.22
Mo.Ca, Brescia, Italy

Il Corriere della Sera, 04.10.2022 Quale romanticismo ai tempi della Rete
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DATA DATING DESIRE
23.09.22-04.12.22
Mo.Ca, Brescia, Italy

Artribune, 22.11.2022 Data Dating Desire

https://www.artribune.com/mostre-evento-arte/data-dating-desire/
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DATA DATING DESIRE
23.09.22-04.12.22
Mo.Ca, Brescia, Italy

Arshake, 24.11.2022 Data Dating Desire

“A series of works investigates the impact 
of new technologies on the sentimental 

sphere in an exhibition in Brescia curated 
by Valentina Peri in Brescia”

https://www.arshake.com/en/data-dating-desire/
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“After having been presented in 
Paris, London, Tel Aviv, Brussels and 
Geneva, the exhibition DATA DATING 
DESIRE arrives in Italy, in Brescia, at 

Mo.Ca - Centre for New Cultures.

Curator Valentina Peri asks: 
what does it mean to love in the 

Internet age? How are digital 
interfaces redefining our personal 

relationships?.“

DATA DATING DESIRE
23.09.22-04.12.22
Mo.Ca, Brescia, Italy

Artuu, 23.11.2022 Cosa significa amare nell’era di Internet? Una mostra per scoprirlo

https://www.artuu.it/cosa-significa-amare-nellera-di-internet-una-mostra-per-scoprirlo/
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DATA DATING DESIRE
23.09.22-04.12.22
Mo.Ca, Brescia, Italy

Brescia Contemporanea, 08.11.2022 Data Dating Desire

https://bresciaartguide.it/brescia-temporanea/data-dating-desire/
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DATA DATING DESIRE
23.09.22-04.12.22
Mo.Ca, Brescia, Italy

Quibrescia, 22.09.2022 Come si ama nell’era digitale? Al Mo.Ca la mostra Data Dating Desire 

““Data Dating Desire is a travelling 
exhibition that was first presented in 
2018 in Paris and that evolves over 

time, adapting each time to the local 
context,” said curator Valentina Peri”. 
“Here in Brescia, the works dialogue 
with the artistic heritage of Palazzo 

Martinengo Colleoni, in particular the 
frescoes in the neoclassical rooms. 
The work Ashley Madison Angeles 
at work in Brescia, was adapted to 
the city from the data of Brescian 

users registered on the extramarital 
dating site to which the artists 

Mediengruppe Bitnik have access.“

https://www.quibrescia.it/arte/2022/09/22/come-si-ama-nellera-digitale-al-mo-ca-la-mostra-data-dating-desire/626736/

